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“Mrs. Landingham, what’s next?”

This is the question that fictional 
US president, Jed Bartlet, from the 
TV show The West Wing, would 
ask his personal secretary or staff 
immediately after dealing with an 
issue or crisis.

I often pose this question to our  
staff as well. Not only because 
I love The West Wing but also 
because it’s so appropriate for the 
fundraising world and hospital.

In June we announced that 
the Foundation’s CT Scanner 
campaign, originally anticipated 
to take about 19 months, was 
completed in less than 10 months. 

This was due to the success of 
the Foundation’s events and the 
amazing number of donors who 
recognized the value of a new CT 
at Saskatoon City Hospital.

It also happened because of 
another transformational gift 
from the Dubé family. So many 
times Irene, the late Les, and their 
children have answered the call 
when asked. Their compassion 
has been limitless. It’s fitting that 
the hospital will now be home to 
The Dubé Family Department of 
Medical Imaging.

Thank you to all donors for 
making this dream that was 
presented to the Foundation two 
years ago a reality. 

“Steve , what’s next?” you 
might be asking me, and I’d be 
overjoyed if you were. 

The answer came to us at the 
Foundation even before we’d 
concluded the CT Scanner 
campaign in June. 

Last March the Saskatchewan 
Health Authority (SHA) 
announced the most 
transformational change to 
Saskatoon City Hospital in 
decades. Its plan is to add 109 
acute care beds – the equivalent 
of building a new regional 
hospital – by sometime in 2026!

These extra beds will increase 
capacity in the city while 
alleviating pressure on its 
other hospitals and emergency 
departments. It’s a necessary 
move for a growing city. 

The Foundation, thanks to you, 
our donors, has always worked 
with health care partners – 
hospital administrators and its 
staff – to deliver the best care 
possible. Over the past four 
decades and more, you have 
been with us as together we built 
a new hospital and then saw it  
evolve into a centre of excellence 
for ambulatory care.

That was what the hospital 
needed for that time. Today a 
different hospital is needed. 
Together with you, the Foundation 
is proud to support Saskatoon 
City Hospital as it leads the way 
for this vital change.

Your hospital. Your community. 
Your impact. It starts here.

Steve Shannon

CEO MESSAGE
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HOW YOU HELPED
Foundation wraps up CT scanner campaign in just 10 months

Ten months.  That’s how 
long, thanks to donors, event 
supporters, and a major gift, that it 
took to raise the almost $3 million 
needed for a new CT scanner at 
Saskatoon City Hospital.

Foundation CEO Steve Shannon 
says the seeds of the campaign 
were planted a year before it 
officially launched. “Medical 
Imaging staff met with us in the 
summer of 2023 and told us 
how the current CT scanner was 
nearing the end of life. They 
described it as a workhorse, 
with more than 15,000 scans 
happening every year.”

The scanner, installed more than 
a decade ago, was scheduled 
for decommissioning sometime in 
2026. But its workload meant is 
might not last that long.

“Medical Imaging staff not only 
wanted to replace the scanner, 
they also wanted to bring in the 
best available scanner,” Shannon 
reports. “It would be clearer, 
faster and feature technology not 
available anywhere else in the 
province. And it would be safer, 
another benefit for patients.”

He adds that, in planning the 
campaign for the scanner, it 
helped the Foundation rethink 
how it brands the hospital. “When 
learning about the CT scanner, 
we heard how so many people 
begin their journey in Medical 
Imaging. But we soon realized 
that Saskatoon City Hospital is 
a place where many patients 
begin their experiences with the 
healthcare system.

“That’s how It Starts Here began. 
For patients, their diagnoses, 
treatment, and recovery, begins 
in the wards, clinics, and 
departments at Saskatoon City 
Hospital. Truly, it starts here.”

The Foundation launched It 
Starts Here and the CT scanner 
campaign in late August last 
year. “Immediately, we found that 
donors had a real connection 
to the scanner. We heard many 
stories from people of how the 
scanner diagnosed something 
that had either been bothering 
them, or something they didn’t 
even know about. 

“But the most touching comments 
were from people who told us, 
‘the CT scanner saved my life!’ 
These were patients with arterial 
blockages, brain bleeds, and 

Medical Imaging and Foundation staff pose in the newly named Dubé Family Department of Medical Imaging.
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advanced cancers. The CT 
scanner gave them the answers 
they needed.”

Funding for the CT scanner came 
from these individual donors, 
from the Hospital Home Lottery 
and from the Foundation’s four 
signature events – the BHP 
Enchanted Forest, the Festival of 
Trees, Swinging with the Stars, 
and the Nutrien Black Tie Bingo.

It was significant but $3 million 
is a lot of money. As of spring, 
it looked like the CT scanner 
campaign would continue into 
the fall and then early 2026 as 
planned, Shannon reports.

“Like they have done so many 
times in the past two decades, 
the Dubé family presented 
the Foundation with another 
transformational gift of $1 million.

“In June, thanks to this caring 
family, we were able and excited 
to announce the completion of 
the campaign. Because of the 
Dubé family, we completed this 
campaign in less than a year.”

Shannon adds that, “The Dubé 
family has been exceedingly 
kind to both the entire city and 
Saskatoon City Hospital for 
more than two decades. Their 
generosity led to creation of the 
Irene and Leslie Dubé Centre of 
Care Breast Health Centre. They 
contributed to its expansion and 
just before COVID they gifted $1 
million to the Operating Room.

“But this is their third major gift to 
the hospital’s Medical Imaging 
department,” he says. “To thank 
the Dubé family, I’m pleased to 

announce the naming of The Dubé 
Family Department of Medical 
Imaging. Their contributions 
have enabled the department 
to continually improve imaging 
services while making them safer, 
clearer, and faster. The renaming 
of the department is in honour of 
their enduring support.”

Thanks again to all who made this 
significant acquisition possible. 
For news on installation, be sure 
to follow the Foundation on its 
Facebook, Instagram, LinkedIn, or 
YouTube channels.

These plaques in Medical Imaging recognize the Dubé Family’s commitment.
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HOW YOU HELPED
Your gifts support patients and staff

Cancer patients will be getting 
crucial results sooner, thanks to 
your support. The Foundation 
recently purchased a new 
autostainer for the hospital’s 
Anatomic Pathology Lab.

“The purpose of the machine is 
to help detect cancerous cells 
and also to help pathologists 
make correct diagnoses for other 
diseases,” reports Nancy Korte, 
technologist supervisor with the 
hospital’s pathology lab. 

“It has multiple important roles for 
cancer diagnosis and therapy. 
It uniquely runs testing that is 
used to select cancer patients 
for appropriate therapies. This 
may mean selecting patients for 
immunotherapy, where patients’ 
immune system helps fight cancer 
or targeted therapy where new 
types of drugs preferentially

attack tumor cells instead of the 
whole body, which is the case 
with conventional chemotherapy. 

“The machine is also used to 
perform Fluorescent In Situ 
Hybridization or FISH,” Korte 
continues. “It uses DNA labelled 
with fluorescent dyes to identify 
and locate specific DNA 
sequences, notably ones that 
are present in cancer. The test is 
useful for detecting many types 
of cancer and is most often used 
for sarcomas, brain cancers, and 
lymphomas.”

These tests previously were sent 
to the USA or other Canadian 
labs, at great expense and taking 
weeks for results to be returned. 
Now pathologists could have the 
results from this instrument within a 
day or two and diagnosis made 
in a matter of days.

Thank you for getting patients the 
answers they need!

It’d been more than 55 
years since the last class 
graduated from Saskatoon 
City Hospital’s School of 
Nursing. But it’s alumnae will 
continue to have an impact on 
the education of future nursing 
students.

The Saskatoon City Hospital 
Nurses Alumnae has agreed to 
use remaining endowment funds 
to create two bursaries for nursing 
students – one at the University 
of Saskatchewan and one at 
Saskatchewan Polytechnic. The 
bursaries will be $2,000 and 
awarded annually. 

The Foundation is grateful for the 
Nurses Alumnae and its interest in 
nurses of the future.

Nancy Korte, technologist supervisor with the hospital’s Anatomic Pathology Lab, stands with the lab’s new 
autostainer machine. One of its functions will dramatically decrease the number of days it takes to get results of 
testing for cancers, such as sarcomas, brain cancers, and lymphomas.
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 for this is the quality and 
dedication of its staff, with training 
of radiologists and residents a key 
component of this quality.

To accommodate training, the 
centre needed a new workstation, 
including a specialized monitor, 
graphics card, mammography 
keypad, and computer tower. As 
technology is an increasing aspect 
of healthcare and, thanks to donor 
support, the Foundation readily 
agreed to this purchase. 

Your gifts have once again 
improved workflow and patient 
care in the Breast Health Centre. 
Thank you!

To learn more about current needs 
or to donate, visit SCHFgo.com. 
You can also donate by calling 
306-655-8489 or in person at the 
Foundation office, adjacent to the 
front entrance of the hospital.

2024 events continues to benefit 

Speaking of gifts that keep 
giving, the record-breaking 2024 
Swinging with the Stars continues 
to benefit the hospital. Proceeds 
were designated for the Eye 
Care Centre and twice since the 
event happened, funds were used 
for the purchase of equipment in 
emergency situations.

The first was when the centre 
realized that its Optos camera 
was failing and needed 
immediate replacement. “This 
camera is in use seven days 
a week, during our weekday 
clinics and weekend emergency 
services,” fomrer Eye Care Centre 
and Ambulatory Care manager 
Kevin Kappell told the Foundation. 

“We estimate that the camera 
serves between 8,000 to 10,000 
eye care patients annually, 
including pediatric, adult, and 
emergency cases.”

He noted the Optos camera is 
the only one that allows eye care 
staff to photograph pediatric 
patients, including infants, without 
the need for general anesthesia. 
It also enables advanced retinal 
imaging, vital for diagnosing 
serious conditions such as 
childhood eye cancer, retinal 
detachment, coloboma (missing 
retinal anatomy), and atypical 
eye development. 

The camera is used for wide-field 
angiography (imaging of the 
eye’s blood vessels using dye), 
which helps detect diseases within 
the retinal layers. It also supports 
early detection and intervention, 

helping manage eye diseases 
before they progress.

Earlier this year, the Eye Care 
Centre realized that it also 
needed a new patient lift and 
back sling. This equipment is vital, 
given the wide age-range and 
diversity of the Eye Care Centre’s 
patients, including older ones with 
mobility issues.

The centre used its funds from 
Swinging with the Stars to 
purchase a Hoyer Stature 
Professional patient lift and full 
back sling. Nearly two years 
later, the Foundation continues 
to be grateful for the dancers, 
attendees, and voters of the 2024 
Swinging with the Stars.

The Irene and Leslie Dubé 
Centre of Care Breast Health 
Centre is known as a world-class 
facility. One of the many reasons

Training of radiologists and residents on new technology is a key component 
of the quality of care model in the hospital’s Breast Health Centre.
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HOW YOU HELPED
Fellowships: Training and retaining physicians

More than a half million dollars, 
thanks to donors like you! 

That’s how much money the 
Foundation has invested in 
Fellowships and Residences for 
physician training since 2018.

“This initiative of the 
Saskatchewan Health Authority’s 
Saskatoon area Practitioner 
Staff Affairs was presented to 
us through the Joint Foundations 
Forum in 2017,” says Steve 
Shannon, CEO of Saskatoon City 
Hospital Foundation

“We realized the benefits it 
could have and presented it 
to the Foundation board, who 
committed $100,000 a year for 
six years, or $600,000.”

With similar programs in other 
Saskatoon hospitals, the goal of 
the Fellowship and Residency 
training program was to support 
doctors wanting to take extra 
steps in their education. Funding 
supported their enrolment in 
unique and noteworthy programs. 
In return, physicians guaranteed 
they’d return to work in the city for 
a specified period of time.

Shannon says the program had 
special value for Saskatoon City 
Hospital. “Through the initiative, 
we hoped to support training 
and recruitment of physicians in 
areas where the hospital needed 
more physician resources or 
specialization. 

“The board agreed that one of the 
Foundation’s immediate areas of 
support would be Physical

Medicine and Rehab. Due to 
increasing demand, we realized 
the hospital’s Rehab Centre was 
grossly undermanned.”

He adds, that, “another area 
was geriatrics. At that time there 
were only two geriatricians in the 
entire province. Saskatoon City 
Hospital was remarkably busy 
serving this demographic through 
departments such as Transitional 
Care, Convalescent Care and 
also the Geriatric Evaluation and 
Management (GEM) program.”

After six years, Shannon looks 
back on the initiative as a 

complete success. “It was a 
unique opportunity for donors. 
You were able to directly invest in 
the future while also addressing 
areas of need at that time.”

Here are some of the physicians 
that your gifts supported in the 
past seven years:

Dr. Gabriela Campos-
Baniak spent a year at 
Dalhousie University in Halifax, 
returning to be, at that time, just 
the second surgical glaucoma 
specialist at the hospital’s Eye 
Care Centre.

“It provided me with specialized training that 
allowed me to provide comprehensive, holistic care 
for older adults.”
Dr. Krista Lagimodiere, GEM (above left)

“There aren’t a lot of spots for geriatricians 
across Canada; coming back to Saskatchewan 
was a real bonus,”
Dr. Megan Surkan, GEM  (above right)
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As the program concludes, 
Dr. Tanner Adams-White 
is currently completing a 
fellowship in minimally 
invasive gynecology at the 
University of British Columbia 
and Frasier Health in 
Vancouver. Dr. Mankeeran 
Dhosa is undertaking a 
fellowship in gynecologic 
reproductive endocrinology 
and infertility at the University 
of Ottawa. Finally, Dr. 
Lauren Gillespie is at the 
University of Saskatchewan, 
working towards a fellowship 
in Urogynecology. 

Thank you donors for 
supporting this very important 
initiative during 
the last seven years!

Donors support $600,000 for physician training

Dr. Krista Lagimodiere and 
Dr. Megan Surkan completed 
fellowships, respectively at the 
Universities of British Columbia 
and Alberta. They returned to 
become just the third and fourth 
geriatricians in the province.

Dr. Moness Masri also 
traveled to the University of 
Alberta for fellowship training. 
Dr. Masri’s study was in surgical 
ophthalmology; he specializes in 
retinal and vitreous medicine. 

Dr. Mohamed Jamil 
completed a fellowship in Chronic 
Pain Management at Montreal’s 
McGill University. 

Pediatric and perinatal 
pathologist, Dr. Alicia Andrews 
returned to the hospital’s 
pathology lab after study at the 
University of British Columbia. 

“It was very nice to get Saskatoon City 
Hospital Foundation’s support for that extra 
year of training. It was so intensive.

During my year I did about 800 vitrectomy 
surgeries including 300 retinal detachment 
repairs in the operating room, over 500 
retinal injections and lasers and learned 
advanced techniques in complex cataract 
surgery. There were seven incredibly 
talented retinal surgeons in Edmonton and I 
was in the operating room every other week 
for 12 or more hours every day.”
Dr. Monessi Masri, Eye Care Centre

“I thought I knew a fair bit about 
glaucoma before I left but what 
I learned during my fellowship 
was immeasurable.”
Dr. Gabriela Campos-Baniak, 
Eye Care Centre 
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“Adding 109 acute care beds to 
Saskatoon City Hospital (SCH) is 
like building a regional hospital.”

Those are the words some 
Saskatchewan Health Authority 
(SHA) leadership staff have 
used to describe one of the 
most dramatic changes to City 
Hospital in decades.

The SHA announced last 
spring, along with new 
funding announcements from 

the provincial government, a 
significant expansion to acute 
care at SCH. 

This includes 60 medicine beds, 
22 for rehabilitation, 12 for 
people with acquired brain 
injuries, and 15 high acuity beds. 

To support this growth, the SHA is 
hiring more than 400 additional
staff and physicians, renovating 
key areas of the hospital and 
relocating select outpatient 

services from SCH to appropriate 
community spaces.

“Saskatoon’s health facilities 
have experienced increasing 
capacity pressures driven by 
population growth and increased 
demand for health services,” said 
the SHA’s initial news release. 

“This investment will significantly 
support the SHA’s ongoing 
actions to address these capacity 
pressures by increasing acute 

HOW YOU CAN HELP

Your hospital. 
Your community.

Your impact.
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you to support this vital and 
necessary expansion.

“For more than 40 years, 
Saskatoon City Hospital 
Foundation has partnered with 
donors to create and deliver 
the best health care possible at 
Saskatoon City Hospital,” says 
CEO Steve Shannon. 

“That included envisioning and 
realizing the opening of our 
gorgeous building in 1993. 
Donors also worked with us 
to build a world-class Breast 
Health Centre, the Cameco 
MS Neuroscience Research 
Centre, and to guide the hospital 
as it evolved into a centre of 
excellence for ambulatory care.

“The hospital and its staff always 
endeavour to fulfill community 
needs. As Saskatoon and 
Saskatchewan grow, those needs 
have changed. What has always 

(continued on next page)

capacity in Saskatoon by 14 
per cent for patients from across 
the province accessing these 
important health services.

By increasing acute care space 
in Saskatoon, emergency 
departments can admit patients 
more efficiently, reducing patient 
wait times for hospital admission. 

This initiative is one component of 
the broader strategy to optimize 
hospital space, improve patient 
flow, and enhance access to 
critical services for patients.”

“We are incredibly grateful for 
staff dedication, resilience, and 
commitment to patient care. This 
expansion of acute care capacity 
will benefit both patients and 
our emergency department and 
inpatient teams by ensuring 
patients receive the right care in 
the right care setting,” said John 
Ash, vice-president of Integrated 
Saskatoon Health with the SHA.

In June, the SHA reported that 
the Geriatric Evaluation and 
Management (GEM) program 
and Pre-Assessment Clinic (PAC) 
have secured space and both 
would be moved to Market Mall 
in spring 2026. 

At the same time, it was 
planned that patients in the 
Transitional Care Unit (TCU) and 
Convalescent Unit (CU) would 
be transitioned into appropriate 
community settings beginning this 
past August. The SHA is working 
with long-term care homes in 
Saskatoon to better support 
residents with complex needs, 
including expanding short stay 
capacity. This work will help 
improve patient flow and ensure 

timely transitions for residents 
with higher care needs.

Moving these programs and units 
are part of the plan to repurpose 
areas of the hospital’s fourth, 
sixth, and seventh floors for acute 
care bed capacity. 
Planning, renovations, and 
reallocations began in the 
spring and have been ongoing 
throughout the summer and into 
the fall months.

While making alterations for 
the 109 acute care beds, plans 
were also in effect to address 
how the expansion would affect 
inpatient, pharmacy, food and 
nutrition, medical imaging, and 
laboratory services. This includes 
the purchase of new equipment 
such as patient beds, lifts, vein 
viewers, medication dispensers 
and vital signs monitors.

As it always has, Saskatoon 
City Hospital Foundation will 
collaborate with donors like 

Construction for the SCH expansion has been ongoing for several months.
(Courtesy of Saskatchewan Health Authority)
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HOW YOU CAN HELP
(continued from previous page)

been constant is our donors’ 
desire to help meet those needs. 
As Saskatoon City Hospital takes 
a leadership role in addressing 
capacity issues, the Foundation 
and its donors will again do what 
we can to provide the best for all 
patients in the city.

“Your hospital. Your community. 
Your impact. It starts here.”

While details are forthcoming, 
here are just a few  of the 
additions you can help fund:

Acute Rehab: This unit is 
designed for patients who need 
low intensity rehabilitation after 
a medical event. Their rehab 
program is tailored to improving 
overall physical wellbeing to 
help patients move from hospital 
care to everyday life.
 

Acquired Brain Injury Unit: 
This is a specialized unit that 
supports better care for patients 
with an acquired brain injury, 
with private rooms and patient 
spaces customized to their needs. 
These two units, located in the 
former GEM space, will also 
utilize an on-unit therapies gym.

Non-Invasive 
Cardiosciences: This is to meet 
the needs of patients and will be 
equipped with echo machines/
cardiac ultrasound, echo beds, a 
Holter scanning station, and

possibly a satellite echo room, 
closer to inpatient units.

Specialized Staff: These 
initiatives will require the hiring 
of many new specialized 
therapists in the hospital.

You can donate online at 
SCHFgo.com, at the Foundation 
office in the hospital, or by 
calling 306-655-8489. 
Thank you to everyone involved 
for your dedication and support 
in making this major health 
system improvement a reality.

Adding 109 beds to Saskatoon City Hospital is equivalent to building a regional hospital and will optimize hospital 
space, improve patient flow, and enhance access to critical services for patients from all over Saskatchewan.

“By increasing acute care space in 
Saskatoon, emergency departments can 
admit patients more efficiently, reducing 
patient wait times for hospital admission and 
ensuring patients receive the right care in the 
right care setting.” 
-John Ash, SHA
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HOW YOU HELPED
Foundation thanks donors for support

While the Pre-Assessment Clinic, 
the Geriatric Evaluation and 
Management (GEM) program, 
and the Convalescent Care 
and Transitional Care Units are 
all moving elsewhere in the 
community, the Foundation thanks 
the dedicated staff who enriched 
these programs over the years. 
They all were valuable assets to 
ambulatory and geriatric care 
models in the hospital.

The Foundation also thanks 
donors who so readily supported 
these units when asked to do so. 
Major initiatives made possible 
by you include:

A capital renovation that 
created communal spaces in the 
Transitional Care unit, furnishings 
that encouraged out-of-room 
dining and activities, and décor 
that brightened up the unit.

Fitness equipment for GEM that 
was suited for its patients, and 
medical devices such as bladder 
scanners that meant patients 
didn’t need to be catheterized.

A similar scanner was also 
purchased for the Convalescent 
Care unit, as was a new fridge
for staff, and a one-sided straight 

staircase, which provided safety 
during patient rehab sessions.

Last year, Pre-Assessment Clinic 
staff won first in the Foundation’s 
Gingerbread House contest, 
selected by staff, patients and 
visitors. Their prize, $4,000, was 
designated for staff resources and 
department improvements. 

Donors supported improvements to Transitional Care, such as decor that made 
the space friendlier. 

Communications Director bids farewell to Foundation

After 13 years with the Foundation 
and 40 as a communications 
professional, I’m retiring this January.  
When I came to the Foundation, 
I wanted a career change where 
I also could do good. Thanks to 
donors like you, I’m proud that, 
together, we could help patients 
while supporting our awesome 
healthcare workers.

It was a fitting end to my career. 
I was born in the old hospital, so, 
working my final full-time job in this 
beautiful facility is a great bookend 
to the other side of life.

What did I do as Communications 
Director? I defined it this way: When 
the senior writer was meeting with

the marketing manager, the 
social media director, the website 
coordinator, and the part-time 
graphic designer, it was just me 
talking to myself!

The accomplishment I’m most 
proud of is taking the Foundation’s 
WellAware newsletter and 
converting it into a magazine. 
This was performed in-house 
with me serving as writer, editor, 
photographer, and graphic 
designer. The result was a piece 
that I felt was entertaining and 
informative. Through the years, I 
always got a thrill to see someone 
reading WellAware in the atrium, 
leaving the hospital with it tucked
under their arm, or sending a 

donation because of something 
they’d read in it.

I’m now looking forward to 
following some personal creative 
goals. Or, as Bob Dylan said, “I’ve 
got a head full of ideas that are 
driving me insane.” But I’ll always 
look back on my days with the 
Foundation, knowing how great it 
was to work with so many people 
who were so generous. Thank you!

Tom Eremondi, Communications Director
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EVENTS
Foundation offering another packed events season

There’s always something to 
do and that’s especially true 
in support of Saskatoon City 
Hospital Foundation.

It all starts on Thursday, 
November 13 and 14, with the 
Saskatchewan Blue Cross 
Light Walks, part of the 27th 
season of the BHP Enchanted 
Forest. The walks are the only 
way too see the dazzling displays 
and twinkling lights on foot!

The Enchanted Forest opens to 
drive-throughs on Saturday, 
November 15. Hours are 5:30 
to10:00pm every night after that 
– including Christmas and New 
Year’s  – until Sunday, January 4. 

The Enchanted Forest is one of 
Canada’s longest running and 
also longest Christmas light show. 
Every year sees the return of well-
loved favourites with new displays 
to warm hearts of visitors.

For more information, visit 
Enchanted-Forest.org.

The Festival of Trees invites 
you to join in as it celebrates 40 
years from Friday, November 
21 to Saturday, November 29! 
Marking the anniversary will be 
live entertainment, a jewelry tree 
raffle and many new attractions.

As always, get in the holiday 
mindset by taking in over 75 
beautifully decorated trees, 
wreaths, centrepieces and 
gingerbread houses, purchasing 
the ever-popular gingerbread 
cookies, enjoying free family 
friendly entertainment at various 
times throughout the Festival, and 
so much more.

Returning for a second year is 
the holiday market with more 
than 35 talented designers, 
creators, crafters, and artists of 
Saskatchewan made products.

Other popular attractions 
coming back include the Father/
Daughter Gala (November 
24 and 25) and Brunch With 
Santa (Nov. 29). Mark Sunday, 
November 23 on your calendar 
for a fun new feature at the 
Festival – the Royal Pajama Party. 

Check out Festival-of-Trees.com 
for more details, information 
about being a designer, and 
special event ticket sales.

Back for its dazzling 13th year, 
Swinging with the Stars 
returns to the TCU Place stage on 
Saturday, January 31. Swinging 
with the Stars is Saskatoon’s 
signature high-energy fundraiser, 
inspired by the hit TV show 
Dancing with the Stars. Local 
celebrities pair with professional 
dancers to perform unforgettable 
routines and compete for two 
coveted awards: Crowd Favourite 
and Judges’ Choice.

The Enchanted Forest (above left) starts with Light Walks on Nov. 13 and 14, then is open for vehicle traffic from Nov. 15 to Jan. 4.
The 40th Anniversary edition of the Festival of Trees happens at the WDM from Nov. 21 to 29.
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Be sure to follow the event on 
Facebook or visit swtsyxe.com for 
announcements about this year’s 
celebrity dancers, voting and 
ticket availability. 

The Foundation event season 
wraps on Saturday, March 22 
with the Black Tie Bingo. 
Dapper meets dabbers in this 
fun-filled night of high fashion, 
fantastic fun, and fabulous prizes.  
Black Tie Bingo has been the 
highlight of the spring season for 
more than three decades.

To keep in touch, follow the bingo 
on Facebook at facebook.com/
BlackTieBingoSCHF/

You may be reading this just as 
the Hospital Home Lottery is 
wrapping up. Don’t be surprised 
if it’s even sold out already. This 
fall’s grand prize was a stunning 
$2 million lakeside home at 
the superb Candle Lake. With 
cozy charm, modern style and 

Scandinavian design, we dare 
you to pick just one feature. You’ll 
love the sunroom with vaulted 
pine ceiling and floor-to-ceiling 
windows, the cover patio with 

lake views, custom bunk room, 
and upper-level bonus space.

If that’s not enough, the early bird 
prize is a 2025 Mercedes-Benz 
GLE450 AND a seven-day trip 
to the astounding Mykonos or 
$150,000 cash! Other prizes 
include vacations, leisure, sport, 
and electronics.

Don’t forget the Cash Calendar 
with prizes throughout December 
and the 50/50 Add-On. Last 
spring’s winner took home more 
than $600,000! New this year: 
buy a 50-50 with or without a 
home lottery ticket. This is only 
available while supplies last.

Buy your tickets online at 
HospitalHomeLottery.org. 
(Please note that, for security and 
privacy reasons, the Foundation 
office can no longer sells tickets.)

The 2026 Supplement World Swinging with the Stars takes place on Saturday, 
January 31 at TCU Place.

The grand prize in the fall edition of the Hospital Home Lottery is this stunning 
lakeside home at Candle Lake. For tickets, visit HospitalHomeLottery.org.
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LEGACY
Four Myths of Legacy Giving - And What’s Actually True

Supporting Saskatoon City 
Hospital Foundation with a 
legacy gift is a powerful way to 
extend your impact and align 
your legacy with your values.  
But, misconceptions about legacy 
giving often prevent people from 
taking that next step.    

The truth? Legacy giving isn’t just 
for the wealthy and it doesn’t 
have to be overwhelming. It’s for 
real people who want to make 
a real difference, but too often, 
myths and misunderstandings get 
in the way.

Let’s take a closer look at a few 
common refrains, and the truth 
that exists. 

Myth #1

“I’m not wealthy enough to 
make a difference.”

Truth: This is one of the most 
common assumptions but is 
simply not true.  

Although you may think that 
legacy giving is just for those 
giving away very large amounts, 
the reality is that a small 
percentage of your estate, a 
life insurance policy, or even 
naming Saskatoon City Hospital 
Foundation as a beneficiary of 
your RRSP can have a lasting 
impact. 

Throughout your life, you may 
have volunteered your time, 
donated goods, or used your 
personal skills to support City 
Hospital Foundation. These 
contributions are all extremely 
impactful, and the same applies 
to your legacy.  By embracing the 
idea that giving comes in various
forms, individuals can contribute 

meaningfully, irrespective of their 
financial circumstances. 

Generosity and opportunity 
to create a legacy is fulfilled 
regardless of the size of your gift.  

Myth #2 

“Giving cash is the only way 
to make a charitable gift.”

Truth:  While immediate 
cash donations are 
essential for charitable 
organizations, they are not 
the only form of giving. 

Consider non-cash donations, 
such as life insurance, a gift of 
investments, or a gift through 
your will. These can not only be 
impactful, but tax-efficient as well.  
You can think of giving in two 
ways: from income and from

Legacy giving doesn’t need to be overwhelming and anyone can do it to leave an impact for generations.
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assets. Many people give from 
their income during their lifetime.  
But giving from your assets can 
create even bigger impact.  

Myth #3 

“It’s complicated.”

Truth: It can be simple. 

A financial advisor or estate 
lawyer can guide you through 
the process and help you make 
informed decisions.  The team 
at City Hospital Foundation is 
also happy to work with your 
professionals to make things easy. 

Sometimes it just takes exploring 
your options.  A small update to 
your will or a fresh perspective on 
what you own can be all it takes 
to create a meaningful legacy. 

Myth #4 

“It won’t affect my taxes 
anyway.”

Truth: Legacy gifts can be 
incredibly tax-efficient. 

In Canada, charitable giving 
offers significant tax advantages, 
both during your lifetime and 
through your estate.  The donation 
tax credit you receive from 
making charitable gifts during life 
can also apply to legacy gifts.  

That means more money goes to 
the causes and the people that 
you care about.

Wondering how to get started? 
The Foundation can help you take 
the first step.Visit SCHFgo.com or 
call 306-655-8489.

The contents of this article 
do not constitute an offer or 
solicitation for residents in 
the United States or in any 
other jurisdiction where 
either Jordan Arndt and 
or Sterling Mutuals is not 
registered or permitted to 
conduct business. 

Mutual funds provided 
through Sterling Mutuals 
Inc. Commissions, trailing 
commissions, management 
fees and expenses all 
may be associated with 
mutual fund investments. 
Please read the prospectus 
carefully before investing. 
Mutual funds are not 
guaranteed, their values 
fluctuate frequently, and 
past performance may not 
be repeated.

The advice presented on 
these two pages is courtesy of Enns & 

Baxter Wealth Management. 

For more 
Legacy information 

visit
SCHFgo.com
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DONOR STORIES
Foundation remembers, appreciates volunteer and donors

The Foundation is remembering 
two people whose support and 
participation left meaningful 
marks on the hospital.

Kenneth “Ken” Keesey passed 
away in early May at the age 
of 69. Ken enjoyed a 36-year 
career with SaskTel but was 
also an active volunteer. Some 
of his favourite causes included 
Junior Achievement, the Rotary 
Club, Crime Stoppers, as well 
as SaskTel HOOP (Helping 
Our Own People), which he 
co-founded, and the SaskTel 
Pioneers, for which he served as 
executive liaison.

Ken also spent several years on 
the Foundation’s volunteer board 
of directors. During his tenure, 
major accomplishments included 
the opening of the Breast Health 
Centre and the purchase of an 
MRI for the centre. 

Predeceased by his wife Marcia 
in 2023, Ken was survived 
by three children and five 
grandchildren. The Foundation 
appreciates his service and 
thanks those who donated in 
remembrance of him.

George Horton’s passing last 
December concluded a legacy 
that he and his sister Marion 
created for three Saskatoon 
hospitals more than 20 years ago. 
Marion Horton predeceased her 
brother in 2017.

George was a well-known 
businessperson in Saskatoon, 
operating a popular and much-
loved confectionary on Avenue 
A, now Idylwyld Drive. The shop 
was at one-time neighbours with 
Gordie Howe’s parents.

The siblings chose to donate by 
creating an endowment in 2002 
as tribute to the compassionate 
care their parents had received

from the St. Paul’s, Royal 
University, and Saskatoon City 
hospitals in Saskatoon. 

“We were honoured to do it,” 
George said at the time. “We 
were making up our will and saw 
that a charitable gift would let us 
support the community, instead 
of going to taxes. We decided to 
make a donation to the hospitals 
because that’s something 
everyone benefits from.”

George and Marion’s planning 
and thoughtfulness resulted in an 
endowment to Saskatoon City 
Hospital Foundation of more than 
$650,000. The Foundation is 
grateful for their efforts!

George and Marion Horton were presented with a Hans Herrold painting of the old 
City Hospital when the created an endowment in 2002. Pictured from l to r: Randy 
Kershaw, former Executive Director, Saskatoon City Hospital Foundation (SCHF), 
Steve Shannon, former Treasurer, SCHF Board (now CEO), Noreen Matthews, 
former Director of Major & Planned Gifts, SCHF, George Horton, Marion Horton 
and Ben McKinnon, former Chair of the SCHF volunteer Board of Directors.

Ken Keesey
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“The CT staff are so nice and 
Saskatoon City Hospital is the 
best hospital!”

*****
“Appreciated the great care I 
received during my bilateral 
knee replacements from all 
departments, especially the 
Nurses, LPN’s and surgery staff 
during my time at SCH.”

DONOR CORNER

Email, cards, notes…we love 
hearing from you and sharing 
your words and stories!

*****

“Thank you for taking care of 
Ken in his battle with cancer. 
He was a special person and 
we are grateful for the care and 
compassion he received.”

Patients, donors grateful for great care

“Thank you for your good works.”

*****

“Best rehab ! Wonderful, 
knowledgeable and very caring
employees!”

IN MEMORIAM

Shri Manojbhai Shankarlal Gajjar
Carmela Iosca
Edward Juzyniec
Ken and Marcia Keesey
Marlene Lawby

Julia Baerg
Bryan Bock
O.F.R. (Bob) Cromwell
Elaine Franson
Manojbhai Gajjar

Ron Leschyshyn
Norma Pankratz
Jann Robertson
Martin and Elaine West

Donations were made from April 1 to June 30, 2025 in memory of the following people:

IN HONOUR
Donations were made from April 1 to June 30, 2025 in honour of the following people:
Pat Kolibab
My neighbours
Our dads
Cameo Rempel
Valerie Verge
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Donate at SCHFgo.com

Your 
diagnosis

Your 
treatment

Your 
recovery


