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With this accreditation you can 

be assured that Saskatoon City 

Hospital Foundation has met the 
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The Foundation congratulates board chair, Heather Ryan, for her recent 
appointment as the first female CEO of Federated Co-operatives Limited!
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What a thrill it was to be at the 
2022 Ens Auto Swinging with the 
Stars on April 8! Though it was 
postponed from January, it was 
even more appropriate to hold 
the event in April. Walking into 
the atmosphere of Swinging with 
the Stars was like stepping out 
into the first nice spring day after 
a long, cold winter.

That’s because it was the 
first live event the Foundation 
has staged in 27 months. Not 
since January of 2020 have 
Foundation supporters gathered 
in one place like that.

Some may ask why it’s so 
important for the Foundation 
to hold events? Events are not 
just fundraisers, they’re friend 
raisers. While the vast majority 
of support comes from individual 
donors, in order to engage more 
people and corporations with our 
mission, the Foundation needs 
to present a diverse portfolio of 
fundraising opportunities. 

Or, as we also like to say, 
‘fun-raising’ opportunities. 
Yes, the goal of our events is 
to raise money for Saskatoon 
City Hospital. Swinging with 
the Stars has done that quite 
well – with more than a half 
million dollars raised since the 
Foundation started hosting this 
event. But Foundation events 
like Swinging, Black Tie Bingo 
and Golfun or third-party events 
such as The Festival of Trees, 
the BHP Enchanted Forest 

and Ouzopalooza have what 
is often called value-added 
entertainment. Attendees enjoy 
amazing performances of dance, 
zany games, or a relaxed golf 
round mixed in with terrific food 
shared with their best pals. 

While they’re doing that, they’re 
supporting a great cause – 
ensuring that patients have 
the best health care possible 
through campaigns such as 
Equip for Excellence. Attendees, 
sponsors and volunteers are 
helping people see better, walk 
better and live better.

That good food, good fun and 
good fellowship for a good 
cause is even more important 
considering we all had to 

sacrifice those things since 
the pandemic began in March, 
2020. It’s truly a breath of fresh 
spring air to reclaim something 
of what life was like before 
COVID changed everything.

I thank everybody who made the 
2022 Ens Auto Swinging with 
the Stars a great success. I look 
forward to more like it!

You can read more about 
Swinging with the Stars later 
in this issue; you can also 
see more pictures and follow 
exciting announcements on its 
Facebook page. 

For more information about all 
of our events, check out the 
website at SCHFgo.com. 

MESSAGE FROM THE CEO

Steve Shannon

FOUNDATION
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EQUIP FOR EXCELLENCE

Funds support Eye Care and Women’s Health Centre

HOW YOU HELPED

Two endowments have played 
important roles in training 
surgeons or supporting grieving 
mothers and fathers during the 
loss of a child.

Last year, former Foundation 
employees Randy Kershaw and 
Noreen Matthews agreed to 
support the Early Pregnancy 
Assessment Clinic (EPAC) in 
the Women’s Health Centre 
(WHC) with funds from the 
Kershaw Palliative Care 
Endowment.

Modeled after a program in 
Regina, the EPAC is dedicated 
to meeting the psychosocial, 
investigative and medical 
needs of women and families 
experiencing complications 
and loss early in pregnancy. It 
promotes family-centered care 
in a comfortable and supportive 
environment with follow up 
from a registered nurse and 
nurse practitioner with available 
consultation to obstetricians 
or gynecologists for surgical 
management, if necessary, 
social work and other grief and 
pregnancy loss resources.

The program serves to alleviate 
some capacity in emergency 
departments, but more 
importantly it sees that women 
experiencing miscarriage or 
bleeding in early pregnancy 
are treated in the much more 
welcoming atmosphere of an 
outpatient clinic. 

Randy and Noreen were asked if 
funds could be used to convert 
an existing space in the WHC 

that would be furnished with 
comfortable pieces and décor to 
create a calming space. A vital 
sign monitor and some other 
sundry items were also funded 
to ensure patients remain stable.

While their endowment was 
created to support end-of-life 
care, they readily empathized 
with the EPAC. “Noreen and I 
think this is a wonderful program 
and fully support it,” Randy 
says. “We appreciated the 
opportunity to use Palliative Care 

Endowment funds in this way.”
Surgical residents in the 
hospital’s Eye Care Centre are 
currently enjoying a new EyeSi 
surgical simulator, supported 
by funds from the Andrews 
Ophthalmology Training & 
Research Endowment.

“This is a simulator that's useful 
in learning to do cataract 
surgery,” says fourth-year 
resident Dr. Melody Wong. “It 
gets us ready to learn every 
single step, to practice them 

Furnishing and decor in the Early Pregnancy Assessment Clinic of 
the Women's Health Centre were generously funded by the Kershaw 
Palliative Care Endowment.
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table is easier for staff to move 
or adjust and also can support 
bariatric patients.  

“Our previous chair had seen 
several years of use and, despite 
regular attention from clinical 
engineering and maintenance, 
was starting to show its age,” 
reports Anne-Marie DeWeert, 
co-manager of the hospital’s 
Endoscopy department. 

“One of the greatest advantages 
of the new procedure chair is 
that it provides a much lower 
starting point so patients are not 
struggling to hoist themselves 
up and onto the chair. This 
was a safety concern brought 
forward by the nursing teams 
and physicians. It was certainly 
something that we looked for 
when searching out options for 
replacement of the old chair.”

Thank you!

independently, and learn how to 
do them in a safe manner before 
we participate in surgeries with 
patients. It's been extremely 
valuable to our education.”

The EyeSi is essentially a model 
of a patient’s head and eye. A 
computer program lets the user 
simulate various procedures 
in real time and displayed on 
a monitor, with results given to 
measure progress. “It simulates 
quite well what it's like during the 
actual surgery,” Dr. Wong says. 
“It tells us what we do well, what 
we do wrong, and what every 
instrument does. It also gives a 
comparison for different people 
who are also practicing so we 
know what we need to focus on.” 

About a half dozen young 
doctors benefit from the 
simulator, she adds. “We have 
one resident each year in 
the five-year ophthalmology 

Dr. Melody Wong demonstrates the new EyeSi surgical simulator in the Eye Care Centre.

program; almost every resident 
benefits from having the surgical 
simulator. For example, there 
is anti-tremor training that first 
and second years can do just 
to learn how to do surgery and 
hold the instruments.”

She says third year residents 
will start to do more basic 
parts of surgery and move on 
to cataract surgeries in their 
fourth year. “Every year every 
resident spends time on the 
simulator; all of us benefit 
strongly from learning how to 
use the instruments and how to 
do surgery. It's a tremendous 
help and educational support so 
we're extremely grateful.”

Donor gifts also supported 
the purchase of a Sonesta S3 
table, for use in Ambulatory 
Care’s procedure room used 
for gynecology, cytology and 
urology procedures. The new 
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community in this way and not 
just by writing a cheque.”

“We’ve been the Foundation’s 
auditor for more than a decade,” 
says Brian Heinrichs, Virtus 
Group’s audit and accounting 
partner. “That extended with 
us becoming auditor for the 
Hospital Home Lottery, so we’re 
involved with SCHF and two 
other hospital Foundations in 
that way. We’d be supporting 
the Foundation anyway, but 
it’s important to give back to 
organizations either as donors or 
by supporting events.”

Weber adds that, “One of the 
plusses of our being a local and 
independent firm is that most of 
our giving is also local.”

The Foundation thanks Virtus 
Group LLP for its years of 
service and support. 

The Foundation’s long-time 
auditor is fulfilling another role: 
recognized donor. Virtus Group 
LLP continues its support 
of the Foundation as patron 
and sponsor of Black Tie 
Bingo, and has been elevated 
to the $25,000+ level on the 
Foundation’s donor wall. 

“We’re Saskatchewan’s largest 
independent accounting firm,” 
reports Neil Weber, managing 
partner. “We have primary 
offices in Saskatoon and Regina 
with about 140 staff, and a 
satellite office in Estevan. It’s 
not permanently staffed but it 
is another place where we can 
meet with clients.”

The name Virtus, he explains, 
is Latin for value, expertise 
and worth. “It’s been with us 
since the late 1990s, when 
CPA Canada removed the 
requirement of having a partner’s 
name in the title of the firm.

“Virtus Group is your traditional 
accounting and business 
advisory firm,” he adds. “We 
do accounting and tax work, 
but also consulting from a 
business valuation perspective, 
as well as litigation support, and 
feasibility studies. And we have 
a comprehensive accounting 
solutions division, which is 
basically cloud accounting 
or back-office accounting for 
corporations and businesses.” 

This year, 2022, marks the 60th 
anniversary of the company, 
which was founded in Regina. 

DONOR PROFILE

VIRTUS GROUP LLP CONTINUES SUPPORT OF SCHF

Company is patron and sponsor of Black Tie Bingo

In that time, Neil says the 
profession has dramatically 
changed. “Historically, 
accounting has looked at what 
happened in the last year. 
That’s still important but the 
profession has shifted to helping 
clients take problems off their 
plates and to being their trusted 
advisor. We may not always 
provide the solution but we will 
help you get to that spot.”

Neil notes that the company 
deals with many entrepreneurs 
and not-for-profit organizations. 
“We serve the sector and 
give back to the community 
as donors but it goes beyond 
that. We encourage our team 
members to sit on non-profit 
boards and be involved in other 
ways. Our employees have a 
skill set – such as treasurer 
– that many organizations are 
interested in. It’s pretty important 
for us to give back to the 

Virtus Group partners Neil Weber and Brian Heinrichs.
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Saskatoon City Hospital’s 
Emergency Department needs 
your help to ensure patient 
comfort and to save lives.

You can do the latter by 
supporting the purchase of a 
chest compression device, says 
Emergency Department manager 
Lynette Koroscil. “The device is 
strapped over the patient’s chest 
and delivers chest compressions 
at the recommended CPR rate 
and depth when resuscitating 
cardiac arrest patients.”

She says there are many 
advantages when using the 
device. “It’s set to consistently 
give the strength and speed of 
compressions needed, and as 
continuously as needed, which 
can’t always be done with people. 
Standards suggest staff doing 
chest compressions should 
alternate after two minutes 
because they become fatigued 
and won’t be maintaining high 
quality compressions necessary 
for improved outcomes.

“It also frees up staff,” she adds. 
“You have another set of hands 
that could be monitoring pulse, 
administering medication or 
monitoring the defibrillator.”

St. Paul’s and RUH emergency 
departments have used the 
devices for awhile; this would 
be the first for City Hospital. 
While stationed in emergency, 
Koroscil says, “it could be used 
throughout the whole hospital as 
the outreach team responds to 
patients, visitors, and staff.”

It’s bad enough to spend time 
in emergency but doing so on 
a bed that’s seen better days 
doesn’t make the experience 
better. Koroscil says your help 
will prevent this by bringing in 
five new beds, or stretchers as 
they’re called.

“Over the past six to eight 
months, we’ve sent almost every 
one of our 20 stretchers to 
maintenance for repairs because 
they had something wrong with 
them,” she explains. “Despite 
best efforts of the maintenance 
staff, we’ve been getting them 
back basically with bandages 
on. So, yes, they’ve been getting 
repaired but it’s clear that the 
next time they might not be. Most 
are on their last legs.”

She says the pandemic and 
demands on health care 
have taken a toll on the city’s 
emergency departments; that’s 
even increasing in the after-

effects of COVID. “We’re seeing 
people coming in with issues that 
might have been put off because 
they just weren’t wanting to seek 
treatment or visit the hospital 
during the COVID pandemic. 

“There are times where we’re 
so backlogged and paramedics 
would like to move patients from 
their stretchers onto something 
more comfortable. Having more 
safe and reliable stretchers 
would really help that.”

Depending on the patient and 
their condition, the amount of 
time spent in a stretcher varies, 
Koroscil adds. “If it’s an elderly 
patient with something like a 
broken hip, we’ll try to get them 
into a hospital bed soon. But 
someone who’s younger with 
less serious conditions could 
spend some time in a stretcher.”

To donate, visit SCHFgo.com or 
call 306-655-8489. 

EQUIP FOR EXCELLENCE

HOW YOU CAN HELP

Emergency Department needs stretchers and new compression machine

You can save lives by helping to purchase a chest compression device for 
use in the hospital's Emergency Department. 
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nuclear imaging workstations. 
“Like all software, it needs to 
be replaced to better sync with 
new technologies. This affects 
many things, including how 
fast equipment operates and 
reporting by physicians. A new 
system will allow physicians to 
give more detailed reports with a 
faster turnaround time.”

Finally, Medical Imaging needs 
your help to purchase a new MRI 
compatible physiological monitor, 
Lock says. “The physiological 
monitor tracks your heart rate, 
oxygen levels and respiratory 
rate. We use it in the MRI room 
if we have an unstable patient, 
or if we have a patient nervous 
or claustrophobic about the 
MRI and wants to be sedated. 
In order to do this, we have to 
monitor them while sedated.

“But, because of the magnet 
used in MRI, the materials used 
in the monitor need to be non-
magnetic. If not, they would be 
drawn into the MRI and could 
put patients at risk of injury or 
damage the MRI itself. 

“We previously had a monitor 
and so did St. Paul’s but both 
were fairly old, so the SCH 
monitor was given to St. Paul’s 
for parts. Not having one here 
means patients like the ones I 
described need to be transferred 
to St. Paul’s. That means more 
time and more inconvenience for 
medical imaging patients.”

This year’s priority upgrades 
for Medical Imaging total $1.2 
million. Do you want to help 
Medical Imaging get a better 
look? Donate today at SCHFgo.
com or by calling 306-655-8489. 

EQUIP FOR EXCELLENCE

reliably find replacement parts for existing 
equipment. As a result, not all of the 
imaging components in the room are fully 
functioning any more.”

Digital radiography provides quicker 
imaging results while using less radiation. 
“The images appear instantly and this 
provides immediate feedback to the 
technologist. They can see if their 
positioning was adequate and if they've 
got all the images required. It also 
provides improved detail of the images 
that we are taking, so the radiologists 
have more ability to see the fine detail 
and note subtle changes.” 

Donors like you previously 
supported upgrades to a similar 
Carestream room that also 
utilizes digital radiography, she 
adds. “It’s become the room that 
staff prefer to work in because 
the equipment is so much better. 
Upgrading another room will 
allow us to move patients through 
the waiting room quicker. Right 
now, we're typically using that 
older room as an overflow but it 
could be better utilized and would 
reduce waiting times.”

Lock says the department’s 
bone densitometry unit needs 
a new camera system. “We see 
bone densitometry patients from 
Davidson to the far north, about 
6,000 patient procedures every 
year. Typical patients are adult 
seniors, especially women at high 
risk for osteoporosis. Imaging 
helps physicians determine and 
provide instruction for improved 
diet, exercise regimes and 
continuing care, which may 
include medications.

“The current equipment is also 
nearing the end of life, meaning it 
can no longer be fixed properly. 
We lose service to downtime and 
that increases every year as wear 
and tear affects the system. New 
systems will lower service calls.

“A new camera also will have 
improved software that gathers 
more information for physicians 
than they currently collect. It will 
self-populate reports, making 
turn-around time much quicker. 
Currently doctors have to print 
every report in order to read 
them; that won’t be needed with a 
new system.”

The department needs to 
upgrade software used in 

A BETTER LOOK:
Funding Medical 

Imaging

The hospital is a busy place and 
so too is its Medical Imaging 
department, with more than 
55,000 procedures every year. 
If you’re a patient at Saskatoon 
City Hospital, it’s likely you’ll be 
imaged at some point.

“Medical Imaging is often used 
to confirm patient diagnosis 
and treatment for patient care,” 
reports the department’s 
manager, Brenda Lock. “It’s 
extremely important because 
it provides accurate diagnosis 
and direction of treatment for 
physicians.  We image many 

patients including in-patients, out-
patients and emergency or acute 
care patients.  

“SCH Medical Imaging also 
provides imaging for women who 
are high risk for breast cancer 
and cancer follow-up, as well as 
patients experiencing a stroke, 
follow-up from strokes, foreign 
body search for Eye Center 
patients, and much more.”

Because of how busy it is, 
equipment needs to be replaced 
and upgraded often, Lock says, 
“We need to have good detail 

and definition on our images. 
Upgrading the equipment allows 
us to have up-to-date, best 
practice equipment. Newer 
equipment also means we can 
serve patients in a timelier 
manner, with the confidence that 
we're providing the best images 
possible for physicians.”

One of the department’s most 
major needs is its x-ray or digital 
radiography room. “This room 
was new when the hospital 
opened in 1993,” Lock says. 
“It’s almost 30 years old and 
at the end of its life. We can’t 
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while making a big difference for 
causes you really care about.”

Tracy encourages donors to 
learn more at Willpower.ca. “You 
can also visit the Gifts in Your 
Will section under the Ways 
to Give tab at SCHFgo.com to 
discover the stories of people 
who are leaving gifts.”

There are several gift options 
that may be available to you 
during your estate planning. We 
encourage and expect you to 
consult a professional advisor 
to determine what are the best 
options for you and your estate.

Willpower.ca was created by 
the CAGP Foundation and the 
Canadian Association of Gift 
Planners, and in collaboration 
with many of Canada’s leading 
charities and advisors. The 
Foundation is a proud partner in 
the Will Power movement.

WILLPOWER.CA EMPOWERS CANADIAN DONORS

Website provides valuable resources and guidance

You have more power to make 
a difference than you realize. By 
giving even a small portion of 
your estate to charity, you can 
make a significant impact on the 
causes you care about and still 
support those you love. In short, 
you can do both. Willpower.ca, 
a website launched last fall can 
show you how. 

Willpower.ca, provides information 
on estate planning and Will 
writing, tax saving tips, and 
information on how charities put 
future bequests to use. Visitors 
can also connect with advisors 
to take their first step towards 
leaving a charitable bequest 
in their Will. The site provides 
a useful guide to help people 
navigate that first conversation 
with financial advisors. 

“Most people want to make sure 
they’ll have enough money to 
support themselves through 
retirement, with some left over 
for their family and friends.” 
says Tracy Boyle, director of 
Development at Saskatoon City 
Hospital Foundation. 

“But more and more Canadians 
are also realizing they can go 
deeper in their estate planning, 
and support their favourite 
charities too – plus there are tax 
advantages to be had.” 

While the trend is for many 
Canadians to not think about a 
will until much later in life, Boyle 
says doing the opposite is simply 
better, especially if charitable 
giving is a part of it. “A charitable 

gift in your Will can go a long 
way towards reducing the amount 
of taxes to be levied against your 
estate after you pass.”

Exactly how much depends on 
the giver’s personal situation 
and the size of the gift but she 
says Willpower.ca can help 
you get started. “The page has 
numerous tools and resources, 
that can help you plan. It also 
provides direct links and valuable 
information about many Canadian 
charities such as Saskatoon City 
Hospital Foundation.

“Like Edward Brodzki [whose 
story appears on the opposite 
page], we all want to help those 
around us and leave the world a 
better place. Leaving a charitable 
gift in a Will is another way that 
you cab make your mark. 

"The truth is, you could be using 
your Will to do a lot more. You 
can take care of your family 

By using Willpower.ca, you can take care of your family while making a big 
difference to the causes you really care about.

WILLPOWER



Marina says her uncle was 
interested in keeping up with his 
health. “He subscribed to several 
health magazines and, when we 
cleaned out his house, we found 
several binders filled with health 
articles he had saved”.

Her uncle’s connection to the 
hospital was as a patient. “He 
had eye surgery, a hip and knee 
surgeries, and cancer treatment 
there in the 1980s.

“The knee replacement was 
well remembered because, prior 
to the operation, the surgeon 
detected a heart issue. He sent 
him to another hospital for open 
heart surgery. Once recovered, 
he returned for the knee surgery. 
Ed always credited that doctor 
for saving his life. We think this 
is why he made the donation.”

The Foundation appreciates Ed 
for remembering Saskatoon City 
hospital in his will. 

Edward Brodzki’s Wilson Lake 
farm was described as a one-
man operation. His real life was 
anything but that, say his many 
relatives including his niece, 
Marina Vinek.

“He was always thinking of 
others and this showed in his 
will,” she says. “He left bequests 
for all his nieces and nephews.”

Edward passed away in early 
2021 at age 82. The lifelong 
bachelor and farmer attended 
Dickson School in Struan until 
Grade 10 when the family moved 
to the farm in the Wilson Lake 
area. From then on, Ed’s life 
revolved around the farm. He 
lived there until his passing. 

Marina says, “My three siblings 
and I spent a lot of time on his 
farm. We’d go every year to 
help with seeding and harvest 
and enjoyed the dogs, cats 
and livestock. It was a nice 
farmhouse and farm. There are 
so many pictures of us and 
cousins with him on the farm.

DONOR PROFILE

EDWARD BRODZKI, 1938-2021 

Wilson Lake farmer bequests $20,000 to Foundation

“He didn't have much time for 
hobbies,” she adds, noting 
that he loved animals. “He was 
kind and never whipped or hit 
livestock. He'd name certain 
cows with 'unique' personalities 
special names like Carmenella, 
Persephone or Lasorda.”

He had the same affinity for 
wildlife. “If deer or elk were 
getting into his hay bales, he’d 
use electric noise makers to 
scare them away instead of 
doing anything that would harm 
them. He liked birds and would 
buy books to see what kind 
were around. He had binoculars 
to watch the geese and their 
babies on his slough. He'd never 
run over a kildeer nest if he 
came across one in his field.”

Edward also enjoyed flowers. 
“He would bring pussy willows, 
peonies or wild flowers and have 
them in a vase on the table. 
He brought crocuses in spring 
because he knew I loved those.”

Having experienced health 
ailments when he was younger, 

Above: Edward Brodzki was always fond of his nieces and nephews and 
their children. Top right: He also loved wildlife, livestock and his pets. 
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FOUNDATION EVENTS GETTING BACK ON TRACK

Swinging with the Stars swung!

EVENTS

Cancelled in 2021 and 
postponed in early 2022, the 
Foundation was delighted to 
finally present the Ens Auto 
Swinging with the Stars on 
April 8 at TCU Place.

Attendees were obviously 
thrilled, too – more than 600 
tickets were sold, making the 
night a sold-out event. Just more 
than 40 people tuned in to watch 
a livestream of the event.

Dancers and their professional 
partners didn’t mind the 
postponement as it gave them 
more time to practice their 
moves and perfect their routines. 
This year’s celebrity dancers 
and professional dance partners 
were:

•	 Crystal MacLeod, owner of 
RSVP Event Design, dancing 
with Jonathon Pickrell, local 
dancer, actor and writer;

•	 Travis Low, owner of Blue 
Moose Media, dancing with 
Ilaria Zuzak, dancer and 
coach for USask Street 
Dance;

•	 Depesh Parmar, executive 
director of Ideas Inc. and 
member of SCHF Board of 
Directors, and Ashala Naidu, 
founder and lawyer at Naidu 
Legal;

•	 Dr. Courtney Kennedy, owner 
of Kennedy Eye Clinic and 
The Eye Studio YXE, dancing 
with Jordan Williams, dance 
instructor at Thrive Dance;

•	 Clayton Kroeker, co-host of 
96.3 CRUZ FM’s morning 
show, dancing with Brenley 

Kroeker, co-owner and 
instructor at Thrive Dance;

•	 Kelsey Rae, makeup artist, 
entrepreneur and social 
media influencer, dancing 
with Katie Bergen, teacher 
and choreographer at Sitter 
School of Dance;

•	 Anthony Yuzwa, general 
manager of the Canadian 
Brewhouse in Stonebridge, 
dancing with Lauren Myers, 
an active dancer at Kristy’s 
Dance Fusion.

Clayton also pulled double 
duty, serving as emcee with his 
morning show co-host Stacie. 

With the theme ‘The Movies 
That Move Us’ in mind, the pair 
ceremoniously picked up the 
remote, hit the play button and 
got the show rolling. 

The seven pairs then played 
out brilliant scenes, reeling 
the audience in with deft 
performances. All were worthy 
of being nominated. 

But, once voting, that started 
online in early March and 
remained frenzied until the 
last moment, was complete, 
the Crowd Favourite award 
was given to Courtney and 

The Ens Auto Swinging with the Stars returned to TCU Place on Friday, April 8 to a 
sold out crowd. Dr. Courtney Kennedy and Jordan Williams (top left) captured the 
Crowd Favourite trophy while Crystal McLeod and Jonathon Pickerel (top right) 
danced away with the award for Judge's Choice. 
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Jordan. They weren’t the only 
winners with three celebrity 
panelists, CTV's Jeff Rogstad, 
Jill Novakoski-Vetter of Dance 
Street, and podcaster and tech 
producer Gregger presenting the 
Judge’s Choice trophy to Crystal 
and Jonathon. 

Organizers thank all dancers 
and their partners for their 
efforts. Thanks also go to title 
sponsor Ens Auto, and all other 
sponsors, voters and attendees 
who made the Swinging with the 
Stars return a memorable event. 

Proceeds are still being 
tabulated but will support 
the Foundation’s Equip for 
Excellence campaign and 
specifically the Eye Care Centre. 
You helped people see better! 

Follow Swinging with the Stars 
on Facebook and watch for the 
post announcing the results.

The Hospital Home Lottery is 
one fun way to raise proceeds 
for SCH, RUH and St. Paul’s 
Hospital Foundations. This 
spring’s exciting lottery included 
a breath-taking $2.3

and Maurice and Lois Roberge, 
winners of the 2022 Audi Q3 
Technik, or 2022 Ram 1500 
Quad Cab, or $55,000 cash!
All winners were contacted 
by phone or letter. A 
complete list is available at 
HospitalHomeLottery.org. If 
you want to be part of the 
excitement, tickets for the fall 
Hospital Home Lottery go on 
sale in early July. Visit the 
website for more details.

Thank you to the organizers of 
the Festival of Trees for staging 
a safe and successful week-long 
live event during the pandemic. 
The Foundation was more than  
thrilled to receive a cheque 
for $40,000 for the Equip for 
Excellence campaign.

While the pandemic is mostly 
behind us, the Foundation’s 
events may still be affected by 
its aftermath. Watch the next 
Well Aware, mailing in late 
September, for more details. 
To keep in touch, visit the Events 
page at SCHFgo.com or follow 
your favourite event on its social 
media pages. 

million Decora Homes house 
in Edgemont Park Estates, 
numerous vehicle, vacation 
and leisure prizes, and a 50-50 
AddOn that grew to more than 
$1.3 million.

But Foundation CEO Steve 
Shannon, acting as chair of the 
lottery, did something even more 
fun. He got to give it all away. 
This year’s prize recipients 
included Colin McIntosh, 
winner of the grand prize home; 
Richard Nakonieczny, who won 
the 50-50 prize of $682,862.50; 

Thank you to all dancers, judges and the emcees for making the 2022 Ens Auto 
Swinging with the Stars such a terrific success. We'll see you in 2023!

Steve Shannon, Foundation CEO with the Festival of Trees organizers: Ronna 
Hjertaas, CEO; Mary-Lou Eastman, vice chair; Guy Paterson, chair; Raylene 
Kershaw, operations manager; and Kayla Kobiela, secretary. The 2022 Festival of 
Trees proceeds to the Foundation were $40,000. Thank you!
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“They say when you love your 
job you don’t work a day in 
your life," Judy adds. "This was 
a job that I was proud to do 
and I was proud to be part of 
the Foundation’s mission. I was 
honoured to work with each 
person at the Foundation and I 
consider them family.”

The Foundation team says thank 
you, good luck and we’ll miss 
you, Judes! But not to worry, 
we’ll keep in touch.

After 13 years with the 
Foundation director of Finance 
Judy Giles is retiring.

Judy’s career at the hospital and 
the former health region began 
in the late 1990s. “I started in 
a temp position as a file clerk 
and then moved to IT, where I 
was a Clerk Steno. That led to a 
position in accounts payable and 
I was there for almost 10 years.”

She became quite familiar with 
the Foundation when it began 
raising funds for the Breast 
Health Centre. “I had breast 
cancer in 1996 and I went to 
the Foundation and asked what 
could I do? They put me in 
charge of the staff campaign.

“We did everything – we 
organized bake sales and an 
Oldtimers’ Hockey game, and sat 
at a table to sign people up for 
payroll deductions. In the end, 
we’d raised $250,000!”

Her efforts caught the attention 
of former Foundation CEO 
Randy Kershaw who offered her 
a position. Judy excelled in her 
role, participated with thoughtful 
discussion in project planning 
and was always ready to have 
some laughs with staff and 
colleagues over the years. 

With July 1 as her official 
retirement date, Judy says she’ll 
miss the people she’s come 
to be friends with. “It’s a small 

FOUNDATION

JUDY GILES

Foundation says farewell to long-time accountant

office and small staff so you just 
can’t help but be friends. But 
I love to travel and have family 
in BC, Alberta and in eastern 
Canada that I plan to visit.

“I’m looking forward to spending 
time on my deck and in my 
backyard. I won’t have to rush 
home at the end of the day to 
mow the lawn, I can just do it 
at my leisure. I’m also looking 
forward to spending more time 
with my mom, who’s in her 90s.

"They say when you love your job, 
you don't work a day in your life. 
This was a job I was proud to do 
and I was proud to be part of the 
Foundation's mission."

Judy Giles started working for the Foundation in 2009.
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Foundation staff and board 
members love hearing from you 
and often there’s a letter or 
email that is so wonderful, we 
feel compelled to share.

One came from a donor, who 
addressed her letter to Heather 
Ryan, chair of the Foundation 
board. The donor slipped on 
ice in her hometown in rural 
Saskatchewan on Dec. 18, 
broken her hip and had to be 
transported by ambulance to 
emergency at RUH. After being 
triaged, she was transferred to 
City Hospital where Dr. Trevor 
Loback and the great OR staff 
performed a hip revision.

The donor then spent another 
week, including Christmas Day, 
at SCH. “Through it all, each 
and every person gave of their 
skills, kindness and valuable 
understanding. I was able to 
respond well, gain strength and 
do my recovery.”

But the donor’s appreciation 
went deeper, recalling how her 
husband had spent the last 
three months of his life at City 
Hospital. “He was treated so 
well and our family was able to 
spend so much time with him. 
When he died, even some of the 
staff shed tears.

“So many people helped, giving 
of their time and skill that I felt 
so obliged and grateful. I wanted 
to show my appreciation. Thank 
you for the help that you have 
been to my family. I have tried to 
pay back a little over the years.”

*****

Another donation was 
accompanied by a lovely 
handwritten note and addressed 
to the Foundation. It read, 
“Thank you for your care and 
support which over the years we 
have both received and of which 
we are so appreciative.

“Please assign this as you 
deem best – if there is a 
particular area needing growth 
or renovation – place the gift 
accordingly. Best wishes for 
continuing health and well-being 
to all staff.”

*****

And, from a staff member who 
was enrolling in the Foundation's 
employee payroll deduction 
program. “Thank you for the 
wonderful opportunity and all 
the work you do to support 
healthcare workers.”

The thanks are really owed to 
you, the healthcare workers. 
As you can see from the notes 
above, you are truly and deeply 
appreciated!

DONOR CORNER

IN MEMORIAM

Alice Guttormson
Lois Hattie
Roberta Hodge
Ella Hoffer
Margie Koop
Zenon G. Kotelko & George T. 
Jarman
Allan Leyland
Elaine Logan
Lyle McPherson

Marie Blanchette
Alan Buckley
James Chrusch
Charlotte Cormier
Joan Cruse
Clara E. Davis
Joan Doig
Noel Doig
Eileen R. Foster
Sophie Frehlich
Norman Gardner

Barb Racine
Erna Reimer
Tyler Saretsky
Evan Sorestad
Dale Soroski
Jean & Goff Strachan 
Garry A. Ward
L. Glen Watson
Martin & Elaine West
Peter Woje
Rongzhang Zhou

Donations were made from Dec. 1, 2021 to Mar. 30, 2022 in memory of the following people:

IN HONOUR
Donations were made from Dec. 1, 2021 to Mar. 30, 2022 in honour of the following people:
Dr. Gabriela Campos-Baniak
Dr. Jennifer Lajoie
Cathy MacFarlane

Lorene Obrigewitch
Dr. Robert Pekush 
Anna Yasinsky
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It feels good to give. And it's easy, too, if you're wanting to give to Saskatoon City Hospital Foundation.

You can give in person at the Foundation office, next to the front entrance of Saskatoon City Hospital. You 
can also call 306-655-8489 or toll-free at 1-800-603-4464. 

If you prefer online, you can give conveniently by visiting SCHFgo.com. You can see our latest equipment 
needs, check out donor stories, discover upcoming events, and view your options for legacy giving.

Finally, a great way to give is monthly giving. It saves you the trouble of writing and mailing cheques. Each 
month, a set amount is automatically deducted from your bank account or credit card and you receive one 
handy receipt at year-end. You can increase your donation or stop anytime by contacting the Foundation. 

IT'S EASY TO DONATE 

MAKE A DIFFERENCE

DONATE AT
SCHFgo.COM
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